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Maurice Draggon
Student Name____________________________________

Maurice Draggon
School____________________________________

Maurice Draggon
Please follow your teacher's instruction on use and return of packets. 
Por favor siga las instrucciones de su maestro sobre el uso y la devolución de los paquetes.
Tanpri swiv enstriksyon pwofesè  w sou jan pou w itilize ak retounen  pakè yo.
Por favor, siga as instruções do professor sobre o uso e o retorno dos pacotes
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Animal Classification Activity:

Look at the pictures and read the passage. Which child gives 
the most accurate description of these animals?

Draw a picture of an animal you see around your home 
on the back of this paper. It can be an animal that lives 
with you or an animal that lives outside around your home. 
Use the groups that you listed to describe your animal. 
For example: My dog, Maddie, would be classified into the 
group  Animals that Do Not Fly . 

Exit Slip:

Monday Day 1 

Probe:

Some friends observed the animals pictured above. Janet said, “Both of the animals are 
birds because they both have wings.” Megan replied, “I disagree. A bird has feathers, but 
that bat has fur.” Samantha chimes in with, “I agree with Megan and can add that I think a 
bat is a mammal because it has fur.” Sydney responds, “No, I think Janet is right and can 
add that both of these animals are flying so they must be birds.” Which child gives the 
most accurate and complete identification of the classes of these animals?

A.  Janet because both of the  
 animals are birds since they  
 have wings. 

B.  Megan because she knows that  
 birds have feathers and the bat  
 does not.
 
C.  Samantha because she knows  
 that the animal with feathers is  
 a bird because birds have  
 feathers and the bat with fur is a  
 mammal because mammals  
 have fur. 

D.  Sydney because she realizes  
 that they both fly and all 
 birds fly. 

Which child gives the most 
accurate and complete 
identification of the classes of 
these animals?

Directions: Cut out the supplied pictures of animals on the resources sheet .  Keep these animal cards in a safe place to 
use this week in science. 

What do you notice about the animals? 

How could they be divided into groups 
by their characteristics?

How many di!erent ways can you think 
of to group these animals? 

Make a list of all of the di!erent ways 
you can group these animals. 

For example: I could divide these animals 
into the two groups:  

1. Animals that Fly  
2.  Animals that Do NOT Fly .  



Animal Classification Activity:
Draw a picture of an animal you see around your home. It can be an animal that lives with you or an animal that 
lives outside around your home. Use the groups that you listed to describe your animal. 



Animal Classification Activity Resource
Directions: Cut out the supplied pictures of animals.  Keep these animal cards in a safe place to use this week in science. 



Animal Classification Explore:

 Look at the picture below. Imagine you are in this place, 
what kinds of animals would you see here? 

Tuesday Day 2 

Hook:

Mammals
These animals are mammals. What are some 
characteristics these mammals have in common?  

 Make a list of animals that you might see. 

Make a list of mammal 
characteristics. 
 

Amphibians
These animals are amphibians. What are some 
characteristics these amphibians have in 
common? 

Make a list of amphibian 
characteristics. 
 

Reptiles
These animals are reptiles. What are some 
characteristics these reptiles have in common? 

Make a list of these characteristics. 
 



Animal Classification Explain:

Mammals
• Vertebrates with hair or fur

• Most give live birth (platypus and 
 echidna lay eggs)

• Feed their babies milk from their mother

• Breathe using lungs 

• Warm-blooded

Compare your observations of mammals, amphibians, and reptiles with their common characteristics bulleted below. Revise 
your notes to complete them and/or fix any errors. 

Amphibians
• Cold-blooded

• Vertebrates with smooth, moist skin

• Lay eggs in water

• Breathe through gills when young  
 and then lungs as adults

Reptiles
• Vertebrates that breathe using lungs

• Have dry skin with scales

• Usually lay eggs on land

• Cold-blooded

Label each animal below as a  reptile, mammal, or amphibian.
Exit Slip:

Animals are often grouped by the presence or absence of a backbone. Animals that have a backbone inside their bodies 
are called  vertebrates . Animals that do not have a backbone inside their bodies are called  invertebrates . Many invertebrates 
have an exoskeleton. An exoskeleton is a hard outer shell that supports and protects an animal’s body. 



Animal Classification Explore:

What do you notice about these animals? 
A. What would they feel like to touch? 
B. How are they alike? 
C. How are they di!erent? 

Wednesday Day 3 

Hook:

Birds
These animals are birds. What are some 
characteristics these birds have in common?  

Make a list of bird characteristics. 
 

Fish
These animals are Fish. What are some 
characteristics these fish have in common? 

Make a list of fish characteristics. 
 

Arthropods 
These animals are arthropods. What are some 
characteristics these arthropods have in common? 

Make a list of these characteristics. 
 

A.

B.

C.

A.

B.

C.



Animal Classification Explain:

Birds
• Vertebrates with feathers and wings

• Lay eggs

• Breathe using lungs

 • Warm-blooded

Compare your observations of mammals, amphibians, and reptiles with their common characteristics bulleted below. Revise 
your notes to complete them and/or fix any errors. 

Fish
• Vertebrates with scales and fins

• Most lay eggs

• Breathe using gills

• Cold-blooded

Arthropods
• Invertebrates

• Segmented bodies

• Exoskeletons

• Jointed legs

Label each animal with the correct class - mammal, amphibian, reptile, bird, fish, or arthropod.
Exit Slip:

A

B

C D

E F

A.

B.

C.

D.

E.

F.



Animal Classification Activity:

Look at the picture below. Imagine you are in this place, what kinds of 
animals would you see here? Make a list of animals that you might see.

Thursday Day 4

Hook:

Cut out the names of the animal classes and characteristics. Use your animal and characteristic cards to sort all animals 
and characteristics into their classes. Check your work when you are done. See how fast you can complete the sort. 
Time yourself to try to beat your fastest time.   

Amphibians    

Arthropods    

Birds

Fish

Mammals    

Reptiles



Vertebrates

Vertebrates

Vertebrates

Vertebrates 

Breathe with lungs  

Have hair or fur 

Most give live birth 

Warm-blooded Feed their babies 
mother’s milk 

Have feathers 
and wings Lay eggs Breathe with lungs  

Warm-blooded Breathe with lungs  Have dry skin 
with scales 

Usually lay eggs 
on land Cold-blooded Have smooth, 

moist skin 

Lay eggs in water Breathe with gills when 
young and then lungs 

as adults 
Cold-blooded 

Have scales and 
fins 

Most lay eggs (and they 
lay them in water) Breathe using gills 

Cold-blooded Have segmented 
bodies 

Have an 
exoskeleton 

Cold-blooded Have jointed legs 

Amphibians: Cold-blooded, Breathe with gills when young and then lungs as adults, Lay eggs in water, Vertebrates, Have smooth, moist skin. Examples: Salamander, Frog, Newt.
Arthropods s: Invertebrates, Have jointed legs, Have segmented bodies, Have an exoskeleton, cold-blooded. Examples: Shrimp, Spider, Butter!y.
Birds: Warm-blooded, Breathe with lungs, Lay eggs, Vertebrates, Have feathers and wings. Examples: Heron, Peacock, Flamingo.
Fish: Cold-blooded, Vertebrates, Have scales and "ns, Most lay eggs (and they lay them in water), Breathe using gills. Examples: Shark, Stingray, Eel.
Mammals: Warm-blooded, Have hair or fur, Breathe with lungs, Feed their babies mother’s milk, Vertebrates, Most give live birth. Examples: Squirrel, Bat, Manatee.
Reptiles: Cold-blooded, Breathe with lungs, Usually lay eggs on land, Vertebrates, Have dry skin with scales. Examples: Alligator, Sea turtle, Snake.

Answer Key 



The Planet X Project Day 1 
You have discovered a planet in the far reaches of the Milky Way Galaxy. The planet is inhabited, which means that animals 
live there. You have been sent to learn about this planet and bring back information to the people of Earth. You must record 
drawings and descriptions of new animals that you discover on the planet’s surface into the data table below in order to finish 
The Planet X Project. Good Luck! I really hope alien life is friendly on Planet X! That will make carrying out your field study a 
lot easier.

Class

Mammal

Amphibian

Reptile

Drawing of the new animal 
you discovered. 

List of characteristics that cause 
the animal to be in the class



Find an arthropod that lives outside your house. Draw a picture of the 
arthropod and explain why this animal is an arthropod. 

Exit Slip:



Use your animal and characteristic cards to sort all animals 
and characteristics into their classes. Check your work 
when you are done. See how fast you can complete the 
sort. Time yourself to try to beat your fastest time.   

Friday Day 5

Bell Ringer:

The Planet X Project Day 2 
Today you will continue your field work on Planet X. Your focus today will be on finding animals that would be classified as 
birds, fish, or arthropods. Remember to record all of your findings into the data table below. The people of planet Earth are 
depending on YOU to bring them back the most complete information possible. 

Class

Birds 

Fish 

Arthropods 

Drawing of the new animal 
you discovered. 

List of characteristics that cause 
the animal to be in the class



Write the Animal Classes into the tables below. Each table should include every class on one side of 
the table. The animal classes are mammals, amphibians, reptiles, birds, fish, and arthropods. 

Exit Slip:

Vertebrate Invertebrate 

Lay Eggs Give Live Birth 

Warm-blooded Cold-blooded 
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